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INTRODUCTION

Corrymeela has always stressed the importance of peoplg wgrklng and
worshipping together, and has attempted to put this principle into
practice in its various functions, especially the work camps. Worship
has been given a vital place in the whole life of the QOmm?nlty,.and
many people have found this to be refreshing and renewing in their
experience, realising, perhaps for the first time, that worship can
be enjoyable and challenging, This booklet is intended as a gulde for
those who will be involved in planning or assisting with worship, and
it is hoped that it will be particularly helpful to those who are not
used to worship in such an informal situation by provoking them to
consider and experiment with various forms. It was written initially
with the work camps in mind, in 1972, and has now been revised slightly
in the hope that its usefulness can be extended to other Corrymeela
events, Nevertheless a number of the sections were written chiefly
with young people in mind, and they have been left as such.

If you are just looking for suggestions as to what you can &o for a
specific occasion of worship, then you may wish to skip the whole of

Part I for the time being, but when you have more time do come back
to it and have a good think!
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PART I: ABOUT.WORSHIP

WHAT IS WORSHIP?

Someone has defined worship as "the celebration of God's presence in the
world", This is a definition which requires further definition, but it
it is helpful because it introduces us not only to two important elements

in worship - God and the world - but also states a relationchip between
them,

In the broadest sense worship is understood as a whole attitude to life,
whereby men acknowledge God and their relationship to Him. In other
words, men worship not merely by their words and their activities in
church, but they show their devotion to God in their entire iives =
their thoughts, their actions, their relationships with others. This is
certainly one way in which worship can be understood at Corrymeela, and
a way in which Corrymeela can be an 1nsp1rat10n to our worship at all

times, But there is a narrower understanding of worship as the saying

or singing of particular words, acclaiming God's glory and considering
His wishes for men, which takes place at a set time and place - what

we might call a "tlme of worship". The kind of understanding of worship
which will probahly be of most help to those coming to Corrymeela mnay
well lie somewhere between these two understandings of the word. In
other words, although it will usually be at set times and planned so as
to take a specific form, worship will be seen as closely linked to the
whole of what goes on during a day at Corrymeela, and may often be
experimental in the way that it expresses the relat1onship Letween God
and the wordd. Worship, in this sense, becomes an occasion for reflection
about God, man, values and differing attitudes to life, and about their
relation to one another and to the experience of each individual, If
this attempt at a definition is not clear so far, then it may well be-
come clearer as specific examples are given 1ater.

One very great problem, however, is that those who come to Corrymeela
will be used to very dlfferent forms of worship, ox perhaps to none at
all, Likewise they may hold a very broad variety of religious beliefs,
or they may be unsure as to what they helieve, or they may have re-
jected belief in the Christian or any other faith, In a church, where
it can be assumed that everyone believes roughly the same, then worship
is not so difficult - it will be an expresslon of those beliefs. But
can worship at Corrymeela be an expression of people's beliefs when .
those beliefs may be.so diverse? Perhaps it can, and indeed it is very
important for all such people to try to express. what they think for
everyona's benefit, but this will require openness, honesty, couragzs to
stand up for what we believe, 2 concern for others which we term love,
and humility when we face the beliefs of others. Yet if that spirit is
present our worship will certainly have real -quality and meaning, and
will involve an exciting element of discovery. In the same way the
sharing of different and unfamiliar forms of worship can make the whole
experience fresh and alive, and what may at first be a problem becomes
an opportunity. For some words of Jesus which are very relevant to this
issue consider what He said to the Samaritan woman (recorded in John's
Gospel, chapter 4): "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must
worship in splrlt and in truth n

One final thought which may heTp some before moving on; in view of

the cross-section of people coming to Corrymeela someone may well ask
“"Can those who are not Christians or those who are unsure of their be-
liofs take ‘part in worship?" Corrymeela is a Christian Community, and
it is thereforo natural and proper that ‘'its worship should be Chrlstlan
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worship. It is important, however, that in oxdex 1o be fair to those
whose commitment may be different or uncertain (and let us say in all
honesty that few Christians would be prepared to talk in absolutely
certain terms!) there should be times when the experience of worship is
more open so that all may take part with a clear conscience. Such
occasions may take the form of meditation or readings on themes of
general concern whereby those present may be involved at their own level
and in their own way - "doing their own thing", perhaps. This "opuu:
worship" may very often be an appropriate form for work caml.s.

WHY WORSHIP?

It may seem like a case of putting the cart before the horsa to give a
definition of worship before asking why we should do it anyway. But it
does make the question easier to answer now that we know wihit we ara
talking about, and it will probably make for a much briefer answer, too.

-

‘ - b
Firstly, as we have said, Corrymeela is a Christian Community and.
Christians belisve that acknowledging God is not.only a good idea. but
vital to our lives. In our lives, which are more often than not hectic
and entangled with material considerations, worship provides a nece<saxy
break and an opportunity for reflection on life in a spiritual perspective;
we are able tn see depths which our hurried lives normally hide from us.
But whatever our beliefs worship can be an inspiration b awr thougits

and a challenge to our lives, and an invaluable aid to our understanding
others, This does not only apply to what we do when at Corrymeela, but
the challenge extends to when we return home, and it becomes a ch:allenge
to our relationship with our friends and to the experience of ous church
or other community. y

In the work camp itself (or the conference, etc.) worship will become
a focal point forthe group, and, one hopes, if it is relevant and well
thought-out, a motivation to the experience of the whole group as they
live taugether and takes the idea of a Christian Community out of the
realm of the merely theoretical.

TYPES OF WORSHIP

"It is sometimes surprising to realise how few people have experienced

worship in any denomination other than their own. This often leads to
stereotyped reactions such as the Presbyterian or Methodist who find

Romzn Catholic and some Anglican (Church of Ireland) worship to be

showy and repetitive, or the feeling of many Catholics and Anglicans that
Free Church worship is slow, sour-faced and lacking in virtually any

spark of variety - and there are many vaxiations on these themes from
church to church. This, as we have implied earlier, can be both a
frustration and an opportunity for worship at Corrymeela, If we are to
find this worship fulfilling then we must seek to ensure that it is the a
latter, and to be prepared to put aside our superficial judgements of

the form another man's worship takes, and to learn form it, Corrymeela
seeks to be a challenge to the churches to work together, and so its . -
forms of worship will be as varied as its members and workers, and

justly so. ' ; ' i

The types of worship which are current in-the Christian Chuxch today,.
and which are therefore likely to find some place at Corrymecla, can be
devided into roughly three groups: :

(9

Liturgical - this means worship according to set forms, with set
prayers, congregational responses and music, It is
found most commonly in the Roman Catholic, Eastern Orthodox,
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Lutherxan and Anglican (or other episcopal churches) services,
although many other churches have some element of liturgy in
their worship, even if only because of repetition of certain
prayers, In recent years the Roman Catholic and Anglican
churches especially have been working towards greater variety
and modernisation in the language and style of their litur- °
gies (including some use of extempore prayer), so that many
previously valid criticisms about "meaningless repetition"
are now far less applicable. :

Extempore - this strictly means worship which is unprepared
: and spontaneous, although it is often used more
loosely to mean worship which is non-liturgical; such
worship is generally planned but has extempore elements,
especially in its prayers. It is common to all the Free
Churches in the British Isles (i.e. Methodists, Congrega-
tionalists, Presbyterians, Pentecostals, the Salvation Army,
and so on). Extreme forms of extempore worship, though each
vastly different from the other, are found in the Society of
Friends (Quakers), the Pentecostal churches and the Plymouth

Bretheren, whereas the other Free Churches are rather more
conventional, :

Exper imental - this covers a multitude of ideas, and obviously
includes both liturgical and extempore elements.

It is more usually found outside of regular church services,

in groups which are concerned with Christian action, renewal

and unity, such as Corrymeela and like groups, house groups

and after-church fellowships. Sometimes experimental wor-

ship has been somewhat gimmicky; often, however, it has set

people's minds onto new tracks and made their worship varied

and exciting. , . : ; ,

In the psst worship at Corrymeela has been something of all of these
types, and this is likely to be the case in the future, for if that is
so then not only will this help those who come to find at least some-
thing which is familiar as a starting point, but the use of all three
types together will help compensate for the inadequacies of any indi-
“yvidual form. At its best such a mixed approach might deliver liturgical
worship from being a mere dry and impersonal repetition, extempore
worship from being dull and rambling, and experimental forms from
choking for lack of firm, nourished roots. Or, put positively, it could
help to create a spirit of worship which is personally relevant, in-
volves active participation and is alive and challenging.

But let it be remembered that these are only forms; they can be no sub-
stitute for real worship itself, only vehicles of it!



PART II: THE CONTENTS OF WORSHIF

PRAYER

Prayer is found at a central place in most faiths, and it is anparently
pradised, one way or another, by those who belong to no religion! Yet
equal.y it is understocd in very different ways even amongst committed
Christians. Many would perhaps agree that prayer is a specia% form of
mental activity expressing deep concern (which may be great joy and
thankfulness or deep unhappiness and doubt) and that it seeks to set
up some communication with God. But there the agreement ends. Volume
upon volume could be, and has been, written about prayexr, and although
it is not the place to add more here, it may be helpful briefly to
outline some of the attitudes to prayer which are commonly heard. Tc
be fair, however, it must be left to each reader to decide on which
attitude is the most helpful personally. z

Some people think of prayer as a kind of "vertical thought" - the
expresssion of one's deepest thoughts which do not necessarily,, ox at
all, take the form of requests, nor do they need to be spoken or even
consciously organised. It is a form of deep communication with, or
awareness of, the divine. This is what some people mean by meditation,
A few people hold the view that this is all that prayer should be, and
that it is wrong to ask God to do specific things or to seek special
favours. ' :

Others see prayer as a form of ritual - though not a meaningless one -
where the repetition or even chanting of well-known phrases brings
about an atmosphere of the presence of God from which they derive
great strength (an example of this outside the Christian faith being
the well-publicised "Krishna-consciousness' group). To be failr many
people who do not use ritual forms of prayer find that they can expe-
rience this same atmosphere, nerhaps through extempore prayer and
praise. Equally, many who do use this form of prayer also use less
.ritual forms, depending on the occasion.

Perhaps the most usual attitude towards prayer is that where it is seen
as grasping God's promises to hear and answer our requests - though,
as many would point out, according to God's will and not just because
we want something. Prayer responsibly and selflessly uttered, whether
in private or in public, some people point out, will be answered. Yet
such prayer is by no means always extempore; it may take set and near-
ritual forms, and may also be of a meditative namre.

Some peonle find it hard to pray about general things. "Loxd please
give us peace'" is an easy thing to say, but is it right or sensible to
say it? Surely it is easier to make our prayers related to issues
where we are able to be involvecd, these people argue., Yet othexs
conterbalance this suggestion by saying that if we are prepared to
pray and communicate our concern to God about something general such
as peace, then we must also be prepared to go out anc¢ do our part in
bringing it about!

In many ways worship at Corrymeela will embrace all of these attitudes
to prayer. In fact, the words of Paul the Apostle, '"Pray without
ceasing", seem to bring such attitudes togethex in the suggestion that
one should go through life and make that a prayer, which will sometimes
be expressed openly in specific terms, and sometimes not, but all the
time we are involved in, and concerned for, the things we are doing,
and therefore communicating this to God., For a much clearer exposition
of this idea read the prayer entitled "I would like to rise very high"
in Michel Quoist's "Prayers of Life",
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Normally Corrymeela worship will include spoken prayers, read or said
by one person on behalf of the others; in interdenominational worship
. the only honest approach is to allow all present to interpret and
pray these prayers in their own way. It will also be important to
include in group worship times of silence for nrivate prayer or quiet
thought. Silence can often ba much more valuable than noise, however
eloquent the latter may bel '

For specific examples of prayers which can be used you should be able
to get lots of ideas from the recommended books (Part V) and the
examples in Part IV. There's a great deal to be said, however; for
composing one's own prayers, and there can be great value in having
to think out the wording. But although planning is often important
prayer is sometimes much more sincere when it is extempore and there-

fore has a certain immediacy. There is surely room for both in Corry-
meela worship, : . .

Incidentally; it should be noted that Jesus was very strict about the
attitude in which one should approach prayer. Read the section om
Personal Preparation in Part III and see for yourself., How easy it is

to be cxitieal about the person who is praying or who is not praying -
but Christ utteriy condemned this! :

THE BIBLE

The Bible is another area where the majowity of Christians agree on one
level but not on others. Very few Christians -.nuld deny the great
importance and influence of the Bible over what tiay believe. But in
their understanding of how the Bible should be interpPreted they differ
greatly. Some Christians take the Bible on a fairly literol level,
though not necessarily for the naive reasons which their critics are
prone to suggest. Others are inclined to take a more liberal view of
the Bible, interpreting some parts less literally and being more cri-
tical of some things, but this does not necessarily mean that they
treat the Bible any less seriously, as some of their critiecs might
suggest in return. Yet other Christians feel that they must understanc
the Bible as iaterpreted by their church and the traditions of the
past, and-here again critics should be careful of assuming tha: this
is injurious to an individual's understanding of the Bible. Altloygh,
sadly, some people are not always prepared to recognise it, there jig
a great deal of common ground between these positions (and to be feiyp
one should point out that there have been more attempts than used tc
be the case for such groups to try to understand each other in recery
years). The Bible is fairly plain in many places, and it will help oy
_understanding and worship at Corrymeela if we concentrate on that
majority of the Bible where there is little dispute. Some Christians
allow themselves to be red=herringed by concentrating on areas of
dispute and therefore oftenn fail to sea the wood for the trees! (This
should not mean, of course, that we should be afraid to discuss those
things about which we differ, for, provided it is done graciously,
this can be of great mutual help not only in our understanding of the
Bible, but also of each other.,) .

The Bible has long been used in worship, not only as reading for
instruction, as is often the case today, but as a liturgical form in
itself, Responsive readings (where the leader and congre~ation read
alternate verses) are used in some churches, and are an example of this
uca nf the Rihlo. This method is recommended for Corrymeela because it
involves people, and is therefore more likely to result in- intelli-
gent reading. (A fairly common and useful variation on this is to
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have a group of readers who take verses or sentences in rotation, or,
of course, who can dramatise the reading - narrator, lst speaker, and
so forth.) Much of the Bible, in fact, was probably used in a litur-
gical way before it was written into a book which later found its way
into the Bible. In tha Old Testament the Psalms, many passages from the
prophets and excerpts from the great epics of the Jewish tradition are
examples, while New Testament examples are provided by the Beatitudes
and other words of prayer, praise and creed from the Gospels and
Epistles alike. :

It can often be helpful and striking to juxtapose 2 reading from'the'
Bible with another reading or poem on the same theme. Short readings
are normally far more effective than long ones, and there is no reason
why some sentences or paragraphs should not be left out to make the,
reading briefer and more to the point provided, of course, that this
does not alter the meaning. When choosing a passage for reading or
study in worship it is important to try to undexrstand the context -,
its place in what the writer is trying to-say as a whole. Failure to
do so can result in misleading intexpretations.

Christians used to have great hang-ups about what translation to use;

" mercifully they are now much freer in their attitude. Highly T~com-

mended amongst the welter of modern translations are "The New English
Bible", "The Jerusalem Bible'" and "Good News for Modern Man" (otherwise
known as the "Today's English Version" and also available in an
Imprimatur Edition), the latter of whichis a translation of the New
Testament only. Also recommended are the Revised Standard Version
(which is also available in a Roman Catholic edition and which forms
the basis of the "R.S.V. Common Bible"), William Barclay's translation
of the New Testament, "New World" by Alan Dale (again New Testament
only although recently an abridged 0Old Testament has appeared), and
"Sing a New Song" - a translation of the Psalms by the same people

who prepared the "Good News for Modern Man" (this being the first part
to appear of the whole Old Testament). Much can be gained from com-
paring different translations.

In many of the books recommended in Part V you will find suggestions
for Bible readings to go with many themes. i

A period of time at Corrymeela can also provide a good chance of
getting down to some personal reading, of the Bible and other books.
This, too, can be of help to worship, for it may well reveal personal
depths and insights which are of a more general relevance and which
can be incorporated into worship during. the period there.

OTHER READINGS

Little need be said here as it is obvious that there is a vast choice
of other reading matter which can be invaluable to worship, Poems,
excerpts from novels, quotations from speeches or sermons, biographies,
people's thoughts, the words of songs, statistics and even newspaper
articles will find their place here. The creative eye will be that
which sees possibilities in even the most unlikely things in this
respect,

Many examples will be found in Part V, the resources section, but why
not search out your own? . :

v

(%

*



MUSIC

Making music seems to be almost a reflex action of mankind, from the
primitive to the sophisticated, and the voice when singing seems to be
a matural extension of the spoken word (which, in fact, was one of

the ideas behind the plainsong of the medieval church), It is therefore
quite natural that man should use this form of expression, which is’
able to take him to great depths of awarcness of emotional extremes,

in his worship, which, as we have said, is equally about depth and
awareness. ‘

Corrymeela has very recently acquired both a new Hymn Book and a new
Song Book, so there should be no lack of suitable material for singing
during worship. One part of the Song Book is specially set apart for
songs suitable for worship which do not appear in the Hymn Bocls, znd
the subject index at the back of the Hymn Book should help in s=7wceting
hymns to go with particular themes. If you don't know the tune *2 a
particular song or hymn then just say the words - it may well ran

more that way, anyway! For that matter perhaps you shaild ask yurLself,
on choosing a particular hymn or song, whether you have chosern it
simply because you like the tune or because the tune and the words
unite and help each other to express a particular idea., If you do want
to sing, and there is not a piano or pianist available then unAancompanied
singing need not be so bad (but take care not to pitch too high cox too
low). Alternatively many tunes in the Hymn Book are suitable foxr

guitar accompaniment (as are almost all in the Song Book) or for some
other chordal or rhythmic instrument.

Music does not cease to have meaning when it ceases to have woxds,
however. Instrumental music may not be so clear-cut in the ideas it
expresses, but it in no way lacks power, and can be very valuable in
2voking an atmosphere of worship, or in expressing certain moocs
appropriate to a theme, or in providing a background to meditation.
If a record player or tape recorder is not available, then there may
be someone present who can play the piano or guitar or violin or
whatever sufficicently well to give the same effect.

Music, like any other element of worship, should be chosen carefully,
and it should not be included in worshio just for its own sake. Furx
some further thaohts on the place of music in Christian worship you may
1ike to read the introduction to the Hymn Book. A list of musicail-
resources is also included in Part V. :
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PART IIIX: ORGANISING WORSHIP

APPROACHES TO WORSHIP

With this background in mind we can now take a look at some of the par-
ticular ways in which worship might be held, It is most likely that
someone who has been asked to lead worshin will choose the form of that
accasion from one or more of the following possibilities.

a)

b)

Themes

Very often someone will want to choose a particular theme, arc o
build readings, songs, hymns and prayers around it, with perbhaps. a
small group of people taking part and a leader to co-ordinat= and
maybe to add comments on the theme. These may be general th=awe:s _
such as War, Peace, Love, Faith, Reconciliation, Money, Doulxt. =2tcC.,

or they may be more specific and built around a particulax siiuation
(for example the work being done by a camp, or about the porgie —.
disabled or old, perhaps - who are there at the time )., A giari
through the indexes of some of .the books recommended in Paxw ~owill

provide plenty of suggestions for other themes. When taking : theme,
try to keep the thoughts on it fairly brief ~ don't even aitespt to
be exhaustive, or you may kill the interest in it, whereas u Lwief
time of thought on a subject may well lead to others on the =:zue sub-
ject. Remember, too, that the primary aim is a time of worthip, not

a platform for your own particular beliefs -~ although the LAT S
stances may make it quite appropriate that you do expound youI own
beliefs to some exent (provided the others are clear as to thz fact
that you are expressing opinions and not facts). : ‘-

Meditation ' , ‘ ' :

This may take many forms, but will probably involve times of quiet
for thought or private prayer, and may occasionally be found suitable
as a form of discipline in itself (some groups at Corrymeela have

set aside times of silence to be observed by all as they find best),
Thoughts on a particular theme may be followed, either immediately
or on an ensuing occasion, by a time of meditation, It may be in-
spired by a particular reading, or a talk or discussion (what befter
way could there sometimes be of ending a particularly heated aud
controversial discussion?), or by a picture or a certain location
(some work camps have gone down to Pan Rocks or Murlough Bay or o
other quiet, inspiring spots for this purpose). If there are ary
Quakers present at the time then they may be able to help or ‘'Ilecad"

a time of meditation, for it forms an important part of their wociship.

Litanies

This is a specific example of a very liturgical form, and it requires
goed planning. A litany consists of thoughts, normally related fo

a specific theme (though not always = sometimes they are c¢ollectrons
of general thoughts and prayers), which are read by one or more
people with specific responses for everyone to join in, such as
Coventry Cathedral's litany of reconciliation, "Father Forgive' (which
is printed in Part IV.) This is best done when everyone can have a
copy before them of the full litany, though when this is not poscible
the responses can be simplified and explained in advance. Where a
litany is related to a specific theme it could be included as a
concluding part of a thematic worship, or even be used in its place
or as a follow-up on the following day. A clearer picture of the
possibilities of litanies will be gained by looking through some of
the recommended books, where there are quite a few examples. Hovcver,
litanies will usually be much more relevant and alive if they are
compiled by the worshippers themselves.
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£)

g)

11,

Intercessions PR

This means prayer for specific pooplo ox things. Sometimes’ the needs
of the moment may make worshp just a simple time of prayer, perhaps
with a hymn. The prayers may be set prayers, or it may be preferred
to make them extempore., Such worship will probably be of most value
when it arises spontaneously from a situation or problem which has
attracted the concern of those present at the camp or conference.

Of course, intercessions may form a part of ordinary planned worship
and may be related to ‘themes or take the form of biddng prayers
during litanies or other more liturgical forms. ; '

Experiments Auele po oy Ly

Specific examples of this require a certain amount of originalivy,
and it is difficult to cite moxe than a few possibilities. LIt
constitutes an experimental worship for one person, of cour<e. 2AY

be quite normal or even traditional for someone else, Memict: ~f the
group may wish to compose songs or psalms b be read for a sv=:fic
occasion, or drama may be used as a means of expressing woc:'iii: OT
provoking reaction in the other worshippers. Perhaps the wi-l. .
group could be split into, say, four smaller groups and ths mawi:ers
of each group given a few hours to complile and present thelix :vm
material related perhaps to a particular theme or to anythiziy wtich
has struck them during their stay at Corrymeela (this was i nost
effectively at a Corrymeet conference once). The worship cumid be
centred round a worksite, or around some symbol of the. wori i con-
ference - such as a brick, a spade, a newspaper or photogrozi -
from which extempore or planned contributions could be made. ite
group may wish to compile between them a statement of their peliefs,
a creed, or some other statement relevant to the situation they

are in (statements on peace, loneliness, povetty, for example).
Perhaps the group couid draw up its own simple form of worship for
use during their time together, and even after it. The range and
possibilities of experiments very much depends on the people pre-
sent; a successful experiment cannot be forced, and of course,
because it is an experiment it may prove to be unsuccessful - the
group should be prepared for this as there could be a lot to learn
from it. In all of this, however, an important principle to be kept
in mind is the reason for the experiment ~ is it for its own sake,
or in order to aid effective and genuine worship? T

Discussion and Worship ’

A discussion may sometimes lead spontaneously to worship on the

same theme; alternatively a particular time of woxrship may provoke
discussion. Although discussion can rarely be forced, and not always
planned effectively, it may still be a good idea to plan out a ‘
simple form of worship which could preceed a discussion (either to-
sat it in an open and fair framework or to provoke it, or maybe
both). After the discussien (not necessarily the same day) a further
time of worship could be held in which it will be interesting to

see if the groun's approach to the topic is different from what it
was before the discussion. Related to this some people who lead
worship may wish to include a short talk (which may indeed be what
sets off the discussion). This can be very helpful at times, but at
other times it could appear to be a form of sermonising; take care
if you do wish to give a talk to keep it brief and not to give the
impression that you are "getting at people". . g

Bible Study and Worship

Many Bible studies fail Lecause they become platforms for people to
air their dogmas, and real study of the Bible is not achieved. But
when a group really gets down to searching a passage and trying to
learn and find positive suggestiouns from it then this iun iteelf may



12.

become an act of worship. Planning is necessary, however, at least

in the choice of a passage, and probably in consideration of some of
the issues in it, One method of concluding such a study which can
link the passage to the life of the group and society in general is
to ask the members to paraphrase some of the key sentences, and these
or other snippets of the key ideas (or just straightforward quotes)
could be pinned up around the room where the group is centred for their
time together. A hymn, song and prayers can be added to complete the
occasion, It may also be wise to set a time~limit, although study

and discussion can always be carried on at another time, Main prin-
ciple with this type of worhip - be flexible! (If you haven't already

read the section on The Bible in Part II it mightte a good idea to
do so now.) ‘ ¢ :

h) An Agape Meal . :
"Agape'" is a Greek word mearing "love - in its highest form". I: 'is
a similar idea to the Lordt's Supper, although it does not hav- ihe .
sacramental associations of the Mass or Holy Communion servi ...

Rather, it is a symbolic act of love between Christians, bui- " ~«<ound
a simple shared meal and including other elements of worship . \
example of a menu and other suggestions will be found in Poot. 2%, .
This could prove to be a valuable climax to the worship oi :: sovik camp
or conference. Sometimes agape meals are linked to the nee:i: -7
society by the inclusion of a collection for, say, Oxfam, Z@rir~ian
Aid, Shelter or some other worthy charity. Members of the g may

wish to consider preparing for this meal by an act of fastiwny {ihough
take care not to force this on anyone, and, especially for the sake
of those who may not be used to the idea of fasting, restrict it to

a time when there is no manual work). .

PREPARING FOR WORSHIP

Although spontaneity is vaulable and to be encouraged, all worship needs
preparation of some kind, even if only at the very basic level of
preparing people's minds for the idea of a time of worhsip. In fact, as
many who have prepared to lead a time of worship have discovered, the

. time spent in preparation may well prove to be more helpful to that
person than the time of worship itself!

A work camp allows time for most of its members to be involved in helping
with worship in some way or other if they so wish, It is therefore a
good idea to have one member of the camp who is responsible for arranging
the worship for the week (preferably not one of the leaders, although

if necessary or required a leadexr could work alongside the person in
question). The same principle could apply to other groups at Corrymeela,
depending on the time available (it might be better for grouns only
staying a short time to have someone plan the worship beforechand - as
many do, in fact). That person should familiarise himself or herself

with the material available and to be able to refer others to it, and

to act as an ecouxagement and advisor where necessary, :

It may be a good idea for such a person, together with a few others, to
discuss early during the camp the possible compilation of a diary of
themes for worship during the time ahead - this may be of help to those
who need a clue as~to. a~theme Ffor the worship they have volunteered or
been asked to prepare. It may alsc add an element of order and rationa-
1isation to the weekt!s worship. Of ceourse changes may be made as the
camp progresses, but it is a starting peint and will probably be of most
use during the first few days while the ca=p is still finding its cha-
racter and its membexs getting to know each Osher,
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The person who plans a time of woxhip may be wise to set aside some
time during which he can be quiet while (oxr before) considering what to
do. Worship cannot just be delivered by one person to a group of
others - it has to be experienced by all if it is to have any meaning
for the life of the group as a whole, and therefore a leader will
normally wish to be personally prepared so that his or- her own expe-
rience is not just second-hand.

Planning will also have to take into consideration thé most suitable
time, on any given day, for the worship to take place, and also the
best venue = inside, outside, away from Corrymeela or wherever, It is
helpful if worship can be held in the right kind of atmosphere, and the

decision as to what that might be will have to be made according to
circumstances, : :

PERSONAL PREPARATION

There is no simple or universal answer to the question of how o~ an
make adequate personal preparations for leading worship. Over :: .:-iod

of time it is very helpful if an individual can build up a pers: i ‘
collection of materials for use in worship - books, copies of “ee
forms used elsewhere, a list of hymns and songs suitable for =siizus
themes, and so on. Some people make up a scrap book or folder -7 -wadings,

prayers and sayings for use in group and personal worhip.

Most important of all, however, is the frame of mind with which one
approaches the task, and so printed below are a number of quotatiors,
all the words of Christ, set down without comment to assist those who
are about to plan an occasion of worship, or indeed simply to help

anyone else who wishes to make personal preparations before taking part
in worship.

"If you are about to offer your gift to God at the altar and:
there you remember that your brother has something against you,
leave your gift there in front of the altax and go at Oliv= +a
make peace with your brother; then come baclk ond offor yoUr
gift to God." (Matthew 5:23,24)

Peter came to Jesu=z and asked, "Lord, how many times can my

brother sin against me and I have to forgive him? Seven

times?" "No, not seven timese," answored Jesus, '"hut seventy

times seven." (Matthew 18:21,22) : - \

wFor if you forgive others the wrongs they have done you,
your Father in heaven will also forgive you. But 1f.you do
not forgive the wrongs of others, then your Father in heaven
will not forgive the wrongs you have done." (Matthew 6:14,15)

"A new commandment I give you: love one another. As I have
loved you, so must you love one another, If you hgve.love for '
one anothexr, thon all will know that vou are uy disciples."
(John 13:34,35) ' ‘ ‘

"Whoever wants to be first must place himself last of all
and be the servant of all." (Mark 9:35)

"Where two or three come together in my name, I am there -
with them,". (Matthew 18:20)

"When you pray, do not be like the  show-offs! They love to
stand up and pray in the Synagogues and on the street corners
so that everybody will see them. Remember this! They have
already been paid in full. But when you pray, go to your

room and close the door, and pray to your Father who 1s un-
seemn, And your Father, who sees what you do in privat, will
reward you." (Matthew 6:5,6)
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"Keep watch, and pray, so you will not fall into tempta-
tion. The spirit is wllling, but the flesh is weak."
(Mark 14:38)

"Ask, and you will receive; seek, and you will find; knock,
and the door will be opened to you." (Matthew 7:7)

uIf your brother sins against you, go to him and show him
his fault. But do it privately, just between yourselves. If
he listens to you, you have won your brother back."
(Matthew 18:15) : .

"Do not judge others, and God will not judge you; do no

condemn others, and God will not condemn you; forgive

others, and God will forgive you., Give to others, and God ,
will give to you: you will receive a full measure,; a

generous helping, poured into your hands - all that you

can hold, The measure you use for others is the one God will

use for you." (Luke 6; 37,38) -

"I am the light of the world, Whoever follows me will have
the light of life and will never walk in the darkness."
(John 8:12)

/

PART IV: SOME EXAMPLES

SIMPLE FORMS FOR SPECIFIC OCCASIONS

The following examples are given for two reasons. Firstly they can be
used just as they are, or with some changes, when they seem appropriate
or when something is required urgently. But they can also be taken as
models from which further ideas can be developed. In no way are these
particular examples meant to be taken as illustrations of all the
possible types of worxhip; they are, in fact, to a great extent quite
liturgical, but this is because it is much easier to set dowm that

type of worship on paper. They are purposely quite short and fairly
simple. A1l the songs or hymns referred to can be found in the Corry-
meela Hymn Book or the New Corrymeela Song Book, and many of the prayers
and reaaings below can be found in the books listed in Section V.

A short service for morning
Leader: Let us praise God this morning!

Reader: " will always thank the Lord;
I will never stop praising him,
I will praise him for what he has donej;
may all who are oppressed listen and be glad!
Proclaim with me the Lord's greatness;
let us praise his name togethexr{"

All: Hymn: "When morning gilds the skies" (No. 8%)
Leader: Let us listen to God this morning! '
Readex: Phillipians 4:4-8

Leader: Let us pray to God this morning!

Reader: We thank you, Loxd our God, for creating the

world and for preserving it until now.

We thank you for the regular return of day
and night, and of the seasons, and for the
dependability of nature and of time,
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We thank you for memory, which enables us to

build on the experilence of the past;

for imagination, which admits us to a wider

world than we could otherwise know;

and for fore51ght by whlch we plan for the

future,

We thank you for your patience with the errors

and sins of mankind:

you have neither wearied of us nor allowed us

to ruin ourselves in self-destruction or utter

degradation,

but have sent your Son Jesus Chrlst to break

down the barriers between us and you and between

us and each other,

and to restore the broken unlty of human life.

Amen.

(from "Contemporary Prayers")

Leader: "Lord - thine the day,
And I the day's.," "
(Dag Hammerskjold - "Markings*™:

Another morning service

(This form has often Be¢en used at Corrymeela)

Leader: Ilift my eyes to the mountains:
People: Where is help to come from?
Leader: Help comes to me from the Lord

Who made heaven and earth.

People: Norletting our footsteps slip!
He is our guard, he does not dozel :
The guardian of Israel does not doze or sleep.

Leader: The Lord guards you, shades you.
With Him at your right hand
Sun cannot strike you down by day
Nor moon at night.

Leader & Pcople: '

The Lexd guards us from harm,

He guards our lives

He guards our leaving, comlng back,
Now and for always,

Suggested Hymns: -
"Morning has. broken"
-"Thank you" or
"When morning gilds the skies"

Praver of Confession

Lecader: Let us remember in 511ence some of the ways
in which we have failed to ba the sort of
people God wants us to be.

Silence

Leader: I confess to the Lord my God an to you my
. brothers and sisters that I have sinned in
thought, in word and in deed, through what
I have done and what I have failed to do,
and I ask God to forgive me.



People:

People:

Leader:

All:
Reading:

Prayers:

All:
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May the Lord graint you paxden and foxgiweness
or ywus $1n, and help you to lead a new life by

the power of his Holy Spirit.

We confess to the Lord our God and to our
brothers and sisters here present that we have
sinned in thought, in word and in deed, through
what we have done and what we have failec to
do, and we ask God to forgive us.

May the Lord grant you pardon and forgiveness
of your sins, and help you to lead 2 new life
by the power of his Holy Spirit.. '

The Lord's Prayer
as sclected by leader

Thanksgiving and Intercession, selected by
leader, or left for extempore prayer

Lord, make me an instrument of your peace,
Where there is hatred, let me sow love,
Where there is injury, pardon,

Where there is doubt, faith,

Where there is despair, hope,

Where there is darkness, light,

Where there is sadness, joy.

O Divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
To be consoled, as to console, '

To be understood, as to understand,

To be loved as to love,

For it is in giving that we receive,

It is in pardoning that we are pardoned,

It is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen

A short service for evening

A reading:

A prayer:

"The hardhearted person nevexr truly loves. He
engages in a crass utilitarianism which values
other people mainly according to their useful-
ness to him. He never experiences the beauty of
friendship, because he is too cold to feel
affection for another and is too self-centred
to share another's joy and sorrow. He is an
isolated island. No outpouring of love links
him with the mainland of humanity.
The hardhearted person lacks the capacity fox
genuine cempassion. He is unmoved by the pains
and afflictions of his brothers. He passes un-
fortunate men every day, but he never really
sees them. He gives dollars to a worthwhile
charity, but he gives not of his spirit."
(Martin Luther King =
nStrength to love'r)

Deliver us, Father, from hardheartedness. -
This day we have failed you by our thoughtlessness
and hardhearted attitudes to others. We have been
ouilty of loving only those who love us; we have



we have had opportunlties to help others which
we have shirked: we have allowed selfish consi-
derations to take us away from others.’

Our hearts are indeed cold and hard,

Move us, we pray, and warm us into action which
may make tomorrow less bitter to remember,

A song: "If I hac a hammer" or "The Family of Man" or
"Day is done™ ‘

A final prayer: (all together)
; What we have said and sung, Father,
Help us to believe and to do.
Amen, !

At the beginning of a Workcamp
(This can be adapted slightly to make it relevant to other
occasions)

Hymn No. 128:. "Our Father" (the Carribean Lord's Prayer)
(if required -this can be sung as a solo with
everyone joining in the refrain: "Hallowed a be
thy name",) '

Leader: While we are here together we shall hope to see
that prayer, the Lord's Prayer, being fulfilled:

Reader: We hope to understand God better, and to be
clearer in our thoughts regarding Him; ,

We believe that all our needs will be provided forj;
. We want to learn to forgive and to know that we
can be forgiven;

We wish to do what is right, serving others and
learning to be less selfish;

We wish to take all these things back home with us.,
Let us therefore look ahead to this time with joy
and expectation.

Leader: John 15:9=-11

Reader: ‘Let us pray -

Heavenly Father, help us this week to learn about

each other; about working, sharing, loving,

forgiving.

Help us to learn about ourselves; about what we

can do and what we can't do,

Help us to learn about you; may we understand

that you are always present, and to expect to

see you in others, ; 2
= Ameno

Optional Hymn: Nn, 206
"Teach me, my G>' and King"

A day of problems

Leader: This has been a difficult day, and so in our
worship this evening we are going to reflect
ont the day which has gone and to see if we
can learn from it. Let us begin by sharing some
thoughts from one of the writers of the Psalmss

17.



Reader:

Leader:

Reader:

Song:

|)

18.

"Hear my prayer, Godj
don't turn away frum my nlieal

Listen to me and answer mej

I am worn out by my worries.

I am upset by the threats of my ¢nomios,
by oppression from the wicked. =
They bring trouble on me;

they are angry with me and hate me.

Fear fills my heart, :
and the terrors of death are heavy on me,
I am gripped by fear and trembling;

I am overcome with horror.

I say, 'I wish I had wings, like a dovel
I would fly far away and find rest! ...

But I call to the Lord God for help,
and he will save me,

My complaints anc groans

go up to him morning, noon, and night,
and he will hear my voice ...

' Leave your troubles with the Lorxd,

an he will support you;
he will never let a good man be defeated."
(excerpts from Psalm 55)

Let us spend a time of quietness thinking about
those things which are worxrying us.

‘ Silence :
(if desired the latter half of this time
could be devoted to extempore prayer from
the group)

Now let us be positive, and make the decision
to go on and not to allow our problems to
get us down. Let us pray:.

"Lord, when we are worried help us to come and
lay our burdens before you. It is very easy for
us to brood this way and make our distress worse.
Teach us to hand ourselves and our worries to
you so that they don't escalate. Let us conti-
nually hear you saying: "Peace be still", so
that we may be calmed and become more trusting,
for the sake of your son and our Loxd,Jesus,"
(from "It's me, O Lord" -
adapted)

"L ord Jesus Christ, you are the light of the world:
1ight up our lives when we are in darkness.

In the darkness of our uncertainty -
when we don't know what to do,

when decisions are hard to take:
Lord, give we light to guide us.

In the darkness of our anxiety -

when we are worried about what the future may bring,
when we don't know where to turn:

Lord, give us the light of your peace.

In the cdarkness of our despair -

when life seems empty,

when we feel there is no point in going on:
Lord, give us the light tof your hope.

In your name we ask it."
. (from "Contemporary Prayers™)

"You've got a friend" or "Pack up jyur sorrows"



An atmosphere of doubt

The reasons for doubt can be many and various, 3o fnstead of
suggesting an actual order of worship we have listed some '
possible items which could be useful to meet such circumstan-
ces as they arise,’ : : :

Prayers/Meditations:

Quotes:

Songs:

a)

b)

d)

"Help my unbelief,

I suddenly thought - supposing you aren't
there Lord! What then? Could it be true you
don't exist? Well, yes, it could! I know that,
and yet, and yet ... Lord, I believe, help

my unbelief ," * St
' (from "It's me, O Loxd")

"It is dark", from Michel Quoist's "Prayers
of Life", p. 107

"Dispel, O Lord, O Father of light, all
clouds of doubt and the darkness about our
earthly coursej that in thy light we may
see light, and come both to know thee as we
are known, and to .love as we are loved;
through Jesus Christ, our Loxrd." -

' (based on John Donne, in

"Venite Adoremus")

Matthew 11:28-30 |
Psalm 131 (in the version.in "Sing a New Song")

nEither we must confess our blindness and seek

the opening of our eyes; or else we must

accept the light and walk by it. What we may

not do, yet all strive to do, is to keep our

eyes half open and live by half the light."

' (william Temple, "Readings in

St. John's Gospel', quoted
'in "Word Alive")

"Never measure the height of a mountain, until-”
you have reached the top. Then you will see how
low it was." '

nLife only demands from you the strength you

' possess. Only one :feat is possible - not to

have run away.'" - S
(both from Dag Hammerskjold,
"Markings")

"Son of Man" (Sydney Carter) _
"Beyond the mist and doubt", No. 95 in Hymn Book
"You've got a Friend" (Carol King)

Reconciliation and Peace

Leader:

Reader:
Song:
Leader:
All:.

Let us listen to an old vision of universal
pPeace Uﬁb' ,
Isaiah 23:2=5 or Isajah 11:1-9

_—

"If I were free" or "The Family of Man"

Lord, open our lips

And we shall sing out your praise

19,



Leader:
All:
Leader:
All:
Reader:

Prayers:

Leader:

All:
Leader:

Reader:

Song:
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We cry vut for a sight of better times

O Loxrd, come to our aid

Lord, our God and Saviour, make us one

That we may be a sign of unity in your world
James 3:13 to 4:2

(At this stage the Coventry Litany of
Reconciliation may be uséd, if required ~ see page 25)

Why, God, are we divided,

Why are we broken?

Can you not cure and save us

As you saved our brother Jesus from the dead?
We call upon you with him -

Make us whole again

and restore us in honour,- -
Renew the shape of this world
against every sin !

And cover us with your light,

Your Holy Spirit. - -

Make us immortal } el '
Today, and all the days of our lives

Amen

Here is a modern vision of universal peace and
reconciliation: :

"I have a dream - that my four little children
will one day live in a nation where they will
not be judged by the colour of their skin but by
the content of thair character. - I have a
dream today. - I have:-a dream - that onc day
down in Alabama little black boys and black
girls will be able to join hands with little
white boys and white girls as sisters and
brothers, - I have a dream today - that freedom
will reign:> from every hill and molehill in
Mississippi - from every mountainside let freedom
reign ~ and when this happens, when we allow
freedem to reign, when we let it reign from every
State and every city, we will be able to speed
the day when all of God's children, black men
and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and
Catholics will be able to join hands and sing in
the words of the old negro spiritual, "Free at
last, free at last, thank God Almighty, we're
free at last.!" =
) Martin Luther King

I}

"Bocause all men are brothers!" ex "Peace™

e, £@rth into the woxld in peace. Be of gooc
eourage. Held fast te that which is good.
Render to pe man evil fgr.evil. Strengthen
the fainthearted, sup t-the weak, help the
afflicted, honour alltmén, love and’ serve th
Lord, rejoicng in the power of the Holy Spi

And the blessing of God Almighty; Father, ¢
and Holy Spirit, be amengst us and remain
us for ever. Amen, LAk '

Tt



Looking outwards °

i-

(A service suitable for the ehd;of a workcamp or conference)

Leader:

Reader 1:

Readexr 2;:
Leader: -

During our time’ together we have lived as a
very closed community, in a pleasantly unreal
situation where the troubles of the world can
be cut off from us if we wish, But soon we shall
have to return to that world. So let us turn our
Thoughts away from our comfort here, and look
outwards. ' o : :

"Modern psychology only reinforces the clear
teaching of the gospels when it tells us that man
is torn between two opposing attitudes which he
can adopt in regard to his life in the world. The
one is basically expansive and relational and is
called love; it is love which draws us out of
ourselves and makes us community builders, all the
way from the community of the family to the
community of mankind. The other is regressive
and isolating and is called egoism; it is egoism
which leads us to retreat from life into our-
selves and tries to convince us that we can go
it alone. There is no more deceptive illusion.
No matter how talented you may be, if you try
to go it alone, you will never attein full
maturity. And if you wish to be enriched by
others you have to become one with them, which
is just another way of saying that- you have to
love them. The more you love others, the more
adult you will become." e T

("The Christian Response')

Mark 12:28=-31

Let us now spend a time of silence thinking not
of ourselves, but of others: those in need of any
kind, those who are known to us and those of
whom we have heard. .

Silence

"Lord God, the story of your love for us makes
us realise that there are many others as well as
ourselves who need your help and your grace.

So we bring our prayers to you:

- for those who suffer painj

for those whose minds are disturbed or have never
matured; :

for those who have mot had the opportunity to
realise their potentialities;

for those who are satisfied with something less
than the life for which they were made;

for those who know their guilt, their shallowness,
their need, but who do not know of Jesus; _
for those who know that they must shortly die;
for those who cannot wait to die,

Lord God, your Son has taken all our sufferings
upon himself and has transformed them.

Help us, who offer these prayers, to take the
sufferings of others upon ourselves, and so, by
your grace, become the agents of transforming love,
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. _

: ("Contemporary Prayers')

21.
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Hymn "Surrounded by a world of need" (No. 171)
or: "When I needed a neighbour" (No. 215)
or: "One man's hands" (Song Book)
or: "Because all men are brothers" (Song Book)

Reader 1: Go forth into the world in peace. .
Be of good courage. Hold fast to that which is
good. Render to no man evil for evil. Strengthen
the faint-hearted, support the weak, help the
afflicted, honour all men, love and serve the
Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

And the blessing of God Almighty; Father, Son
_and Holy Spirit, be amongst us and remain with
us for ever,. Amen.,

Some suggestions for holding an Agape meal
(see Part III, Approaches to Worship, (h):

Suitable menus: (all are foods mentioned in the Bible)
Fish, with vegetables
Fruit
Bread and cheese
Wine /Milk

Suitable Bible passages:
John 6:30~35
Psalm 104 - selected verses
Acts 2:42-47
John 13:3-17
or any other passage with a theme related to
love, unity or sharing

Two passages could bes used, or alternatively a
psalm could be read antiphonally

Suggested ordecr: .

Greeting and explanation by the leader

Hymn or song .

Bible passage(s)/Psalm

Prayers, including the Lord's Prayer

Offering . 3

Grace/thanksgiving

The Meal (during which someone may wish to read
excerpts from a devotional or other book,
or the group may talk normally) ‘

Hymn or song

Benediction

N.B. All the books named'above are detailed in Section V

SOME USEFUL PRAYERS

Short Prayers:

T) Thank you, Lord, for strength to match our weakness, comfort to
lighten our distress, guidance to lead us in perplexity, inner peace
to hold us against disaster, love to dissolve our bitterness and
forgiveness to cover our failure. So much has been given to us. Help
us to bring hope to the despair of others.

u

w
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3)

4)
5)

6)

7)

8)

0)

K 10)
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O God, the Father of all mankind/we beseech thee ao 1O inspire the
people of this land with the spirit of justice, truth and love, that
in all our dealings with one another we may show forth our brother-
hood in thee; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

When we think we see - and see not, Lord ine us sight,
When we think we hear - and hear not, Lord give us hearing.
When we think we live - and are dead, Lord give us life.

Lord, we believe you are always ready to hear our praﬁeis.
We do not ask you to give us anything which you know will not be
for our good. .

Therefore help us, please, to understand what you want, and to ask
for that. g ,

Lord, help us to worship you with everything we've got in every rart
of our living. In our witness in-"the world and in our fellowship in
the church save us from all that is cheap and second rate.

Eternal God,

Light of the minds that know thee, life of the souls that love thee
and strength of the wills that serve thee .- . -

Grant us so to khow thee that we may truly love thee;

So to love thee that we may fully serve thee, whom to serve is
perfect freedom: : _ : ’
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

How many times have I betrayed you, Lord? Forgive me for what I am
and fashion me into what you would have me become, :

Show us, good Lord,

the peace we should seek

the peace we must give

the peace we can keep

the peace we must forgo _
and the peace you have given in Jesus our Lord

So this is love, Lord: not possession, but surrender;

not indulgence, but sacrifice;

not novelty, but constancy. g "

Help me, Lord, for only by your constant support can I ever hope
to love. ' : '

Lord, you have made us one family, but men have disowned their
brothers. You have set us in a world of plenty, where many starve
and many have too much. By transport and communication men are
brought together, only to fear and suspect each other, Men dreamed
of a future when all mankind would be one, but still they build
walls of prejudice and hate. Through you, O Lord, may we always work

" to bring this dream to fulfilment. -

11)

To put my hand deep into my pocket and really leave myself short;
to go out after somebody else's troubles when I'm tired;

to put up with other people's follies and their nastiness as
well and still get on with the job in hand;

to have forever to be fighting battles within myself;

these are hard things, Lord..-

Is this what you mean by love?



12)

13)

14)

15)
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O God, ouxr Creator and our Father, it is you who gave us life.
Now teach us how to use life, When we are thinking and planning
what to do with 1life, help us to have the right kind of ambition:
help us to think, not how much we can get out of life, but how
much we can put into it; not how much we can get, but how much we
can give; not of the number of people we can use, but of the
number of people to whom we can be of use.

A more up-to-date version of the Lord's Prayer:
Our Heavenly Father, '
May your name be honoured, -

May your kingdom come

And your will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day what we really need.
Forgive us the wrong we have done,

As we forgive those who have wronged us.
Keep us clear of temptation

And save us from Evil,

A blessing:
The peace and the power of God are with us. Thanks be to God. imen.

Another blessing: ' o ]

Life is being. Life is God. Life is from God., Live is lived fully
and with complete satisfaction when lived to the glory of God;
and when lived for the good of other people. Life is being - just
being; beingalive - alive with life. So God blesses us now by
keeping us alive. Thanks be to God. Amen, : :

A Confession:

e H A

O Lord, holy and righteous God, - _

I acknowledge before you that I do not fear you as I ought,

and that I do not love you above all else. .

do not delight in prayer, and I run away from your word.

find little joy in your service.

do not share the liberty of your children.

waste the time which you have given me.

do not really love my neighbour.

am too much interested in myself.

am not always good-tempered.

am vain and touchy. : ; :

am lacking in professional conscience and in public spirit,

take advantage of other people's hard work.

am not free from obsession with money.

My heart is divided, piexrced through with doubts and guilty desires.

I lay my shabby self before you, O my God; :

Forgive me, and fill me with such love for Jesus that at least some

part of my life may be really renewed. Amen.

~ (Adapted from the liturgy of the

Reformed Church of France)
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Two litanies:

(1) LONELINESS
(Matthew 25:31-40)

Father of the comfortable,

Father of the wounded, :

Father of the young and the aged

Father of of all the lonely people:

Grant us sensitive hearts towards those who are isolated from
other; towards those who are strangers to themselves; towards
those who fear, or are feared by, the crowd.

Response: Hear our prayer, Father.

Give us solace in our own isolation, and:must in you when the world
seems alien.

Response: Her our prayer, Father.

We confess we do not try hard enough to understand the loneliners of
others, :

Response: Forgive us, Lord.

We confess that 1t is often our own attltudeswhlch bring lonelin< =3
to others.

Response: Forglve us, Lord.

We confess that we are so 1nv01ved in ourselves that our own troubles
blind us to the troubles of others.

Response: Forgive us, Lozrd.

We confess that we are more comfortable in the crowd than in the
homes of the lonely. i ;

Response: Forgive us, Lord. =~

Deliver us from ourselves, Father,. and bring our thoughts to you:
' (Silence)

Help us to remember your own lonellness as you suffered for us.

Response: Rar our prayer, Father.

. Help us to introduce the lonely to you, for you alone can really

understand their vadous problems, and meet their need.

Response: Her our prayer, Father (or: Make us 1nstruments of your
love, Fathex) -

Give us strength, Father when we are 1one1y or when others are
lonely; :

Give us genuine love, Fatherx, for all ‘the lonely\- the unloved, the
unloving, and the unlovable. .

Response: Hex our prayer, Father (or: Make us instruments of your
love, Father) Amen. : .

Ae,z'-c N GDI5 ¢

(2) FATHER, FORGIVE
1ma11l have sineed and come ;/4674044 Mé’
short of the glory of God." <2£L&244J0f
(Forgive) the hatred which divides nations from nation,

race from race, class from class, -
Response: Father, forgive

The covetous desires of men and nations to
possess what 1s not their own,

Father forgive
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The gxeed which exppits the labeurs of men
and lays waste the earth,
Father, forgive
Our envy of the welfare and happiness of others
Father, forgive :

Our indifference ‘to the pllght of the homeless
and the refugee

Father, forgive

The lust which uses for ignoble ends the bodies of -
men and women

Father, forgive y

The pride which leads us to trust in ourselves,
and not in God, .

Father forgive

"Be kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, 33
God in Christ forgave you,"

(from Coventry Cathedral, prayed every Fr1day at 12 noon at th
altar of the ruined old cathedral as a part of the worldwide ministry
of Iecon0111at10n )

Finally - Two Prayvers for the Corrymeela Community

1) O God our Father, who gives to your servants the gifts
of courage, faith and cheerfulness, sending ®§H forward
into all the world to proclaim your word, please give
to us such a spirit af this time. Further in all things
the pﬂﬁ?be¢t of the Corrymeela Community, that hidden
things may be revealed to us and new ways shown to
“touch the hearts of . May we preserve with each other
sincere love and peace; and if it is your will let our
Community be in the world a ready instrument in the
hands of Christ for his reconciling work and a sign of
his kingdom- and in his name we ask this, Amen.

2) God, we belleve that you have called us together to
broaden our experience of you and of each othexr. We
believe that we have been called to help in healing
the many wounds of society and in reconciling man to

man and man to God. Help us, as individuals or togethii:,j

to work, in love, for peace, and never to lose heart.

We commit ourselve Zch other - in joy and SOTTow. ¥
Wa commit ourselves to all who share our belief in :
reconciliation = to support and stand by them. “

We commit ourselves to the way of peace - in thought and
deed.
We commit ourselves to you - as our guide and friend,

: . Amen,
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PART V: RESOURCES FOR WORSHIP

Many, if not all, of these publications should be available at Corry-
meela, and so it will be possible to explore them there for yourselves.
But if you have the chance then it shoud not be too difficult to buy
them from a bookshop, especially one with a good religious section.
(Most of them are paperback and inexpensive.)

BOOKS ABOUT WORSHIP : .

"Congreﬁur" (World Council of Churches) - some thoughts on wofship
with many suggestions and practical examples of types of
worship and prayers '

"Wenite Adoremus - II" (World Student Christian Federation) - has a
very useful introduction with some helpful suggestion.

BOOKS OF PRAYERS AND MEDITATIONS

"Contemporary Prayers for Public Worship", ed. Caryl Micklem (SCV Press)

some very useful and well-worded prayers helpfully
arranged into sections. Some of the prayers are ra¥n=x
long, however, and may need abbreviating

"More Contemporary Prayers", ed. Caryl Micklem (SCM Press) =~ see
notes on its companion volume (above). This book also
suggests a wide variety of possible themes

"Venite Adoremus - IIM (W.S.C.F.) - many useful, and generally short,
prayers and litanies, with some full service suggestions.
However, you may feel inclined to substitute "you" for
“"thou" in many of the prayers

"Prayers for Young People", William Baxclay (Fontana) - a mixed
bunch, but recommended for their simplicity and the
relevance of many of them to everyday situations.,
(Probably the most useful of the Barclay series of
prayers.) '

"Prayers of Life", Michel Quoist (Gillr& Macmillan) - meditations,
rather than prayers. Well-used, but still very refreshing
and insightful. Invaluable for public and privat worship.

"God Thoughts", Dick Williams (Falcon Books) - on the same lines as
the Quoist book, but more thematic (it could be read as
a straightforward book) and rather simpler. Again, a very
refreshing appxroach.

nprayers for Today's Church", Dick Williams (CPAS) - more fresh and
clear prayers from the writer of ."God Thoughts"

"Pray with ....", Brother Kenneth & Sister Geraldine (Church Informa-

tien Office ) - a rather limited mixed bag of prayers with

some readings and comments. Worth a look into, however, for

it contains some well thought-out little prayers.

"Uncommon Prayers", ed. Cecil Hunt (Hodder) - an unusual selection,
but bears searching for useful material.

"The One Who Listens" and "It's me O Loxrd", Michael Hollings & Ette
Gullick (Mayhcw-McCrimmon) - two new selections of
extremely well-written and relevant prayers for all oc-

cations, public or private (for public use the substitution

of the word "us" for "I" may help). Really worthwhile
looking throughl

)
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"Hi" and "Intexrrobang" (Luttherworth) - two moxe very useful
collections in a contemporary, challenging idiom.

"Going it -~ with God", Ian Shevill (Lutterworth) - another helpful
prayer/meditation book.

BIBLE TRANSLATIONS

Suggestions as to suitable modern translations are given in the
section on the Bible, on page 8. However, as an extremely refreshing
variation try David Kossoffls "Bible Stories'. A number of new col-
lections of stories by him, from both the 01d and New Testaments

are becoming available = 1ook out especially for the "Book of Wit-
nesses"

SELECTIONS OF READINGS AND PRAYERS

"Word Alive", ed. Edmund Banyard;
"News Extra", ed, Edmund Banyard; and

‘"Worship and Wonder", ed. E.S.P. Jones (Galliard) - three books in
the same series full of excellent quotations and re:ated
prayers, litanies & meditations on a variety of torics.
Valuable in planning themes, (The third mentioned is
particularly good for its responsive prayers,)

"Listen to Love", ed, Louis M, Savary, S.J. (Geoffrey Chapman) -
; refreshing thoughts, poems, prayers and Bible passages
based loosely on the four seasons. At the same time deep
and simple., :

"Contemporary Themes in beship", J. Dickson Pope (Galliard) - the
title is self-explanatory; the themes are good ones as
are the quotes used. :

"See for Yourself'", John V, Taylor (nghway Press) - a missionary
meditation about human need. Provocative and very untypi-
cal of missionary literature.

"God Is For Real, Man", "Treat the Cool, Loxd", "Are You Running with
Me, Jesus?" and "Don't Turn Me Off Lord", all by Carl )
Burke with illustrations by Papas (Fontana Religious ) -
highly original prayers, Bible paraphrases and thoughts
which often get rlght to the heart of the matter. However,
sometmes the idiom is too Americanised for most people here,

POETRY

"LLet there be éod", ed, Parker & Teskey (Religioﬁs Education Press) -
religious poetry. Needs selecting carefully, but the
- variety of poems (mainly modern) is quite broad, "

"Modern Rellglous Verse', ed. Timothy Beaumont (Studio Vista) - a
short selection of quite punchy poems, i

N.B. In both the above books look out particularly for the poems of
Charles Causley!

"Nothing Fixed or Final', Sydney Carter (Galllard) - not as immediately
appealing as his songs, but provocative and ideal for
thoughtful groups. :
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DEVOTIONAL WRITINGS AND SERMONS

"Thoughts of Jesus Christ" (Catholic Truth Society) - more than just
a Christian answer to Chairman Mao - a very well=-
presented selection of Christ's sayings arranged under
33 themes, Valuable devotionally or as an easy reference.

‘"Strength to Love", Martin Luther King (Fontana) = hot stuff, this!

' Challenging and refreshing sermons from a great intellect
who was also a great speaker and someone known for his
practical Christianity. Full of quotes!

"The Christian Response", Michel Quoist (Gill & Macmillan)’' = equally
- .hot stuff! Directed particularly at personal attitudes.
Quotes need careful selection - not too much at once!l

. "Christ is Alive", Michel Quoist (Gill & Macmillan) - more powerful
stuff from Quoist, but again for careful digestion.

"Markings", Dag Hammarskjemld (Faber) - a treasure house of reflective
thoughts and poems, Very potent and stimulating.

oot

MUSICAL RESOURCES

"The Corrymeela Hymn Book" - a selection of some 216 hymns, with words
and tunes both old and new, and a subject index at the
back to help with particular themes -

"The New Corrymeela Song Book' '(reéehtly revised and expanded) - why
‘ not try these first?!

"In the Present Tense", Sorgs of Sydney Carter, Books 1 to 4 (Galliard)
b U some frivolous, mostly thoughtful, songs. Some more
: singable than others.

"Faith, Folk and Clarity", ed. Peter Smith (Galliard) = a first-rate
’ collection of songs, old and new, deep and simple, easily
= learnt and accompanled (guitar chords and melody).
(Also in the same series, though less useful, are "Faith,
Folk and Nativity", and "Faith, Folk and Festivity".)

. Other people's musical resources will vary according to their taste -
" there is much scope for someone who has the initiative to bring
recoxds with them to a camp, and it will be a great advantage to have
' present a guitar-swinging-singing Paul Simon, Tom Paxton, Leonard

. Cohen, Joani Mitchell, Ralph McTell, etc., etc., etc., fan!

>

The past few years has seen a glut of new resouwces for worship of all
kinds and so this list will soon be out of date. Equally the items here

ii have been selected somewhat arbitrarily according to the tastes of the

writer, The answer to this is to exploie, sor--imant, to be creative,
. WOIShlP can never succeed in its aims if it 3is seconu .. e

The Corrymeela Community:
Summer 1972, and
Spring 1973



